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day.	Wolf	 carried	 out	 archival	 research	 for	 the	more	 historical	 parts	 of	 the	 work	 and	 conducted	
numerous	 interviews	 with	 Nahda	 leaders	 and	 activists.	 The	 book	 contains	 a	 number	 of	 useful	
appendices	containing	political	documents	relating	to	the	movement’s	key	turning	points.	Wolf	has	
also	cast	a	wide	net	in	the	secondary	literature	on	her	subject.	The	result	of	her	meticulous	research	

























to	 power	 in	 1987,	 followed	by	 confrontation	 and	 repression,	 go	 some	way	 towards	 explaining	 its	
ideological	evolution.	Relations	with	other	opposition	parties	and	 the	 trade	union	movement,	and	
with	 civil	 society,	 are	 also	 crucial	 aspects	 of	 the	 context	 in	 which	 Ennahda	 operated	 and	 also	



























weakness,	which	 is	 that	 it	does	not	put	 forward	a	major	thesis,	a	 ‘big	 idea’,	about	the	movement.	
While	not	breaking	new	ground	 in	 this	 latter	way,	however,	 the	book	makes	a	major	contribution	
towards	the	scholarly	understanding	of	Ennahda,	no	mean	achievement	in	this	age	of	ideological	and	
emotive	contestation	over	Islamist	politics.		
